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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING, August 14, 2017 

PRESENT: 

Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 

Joseph F. Sheehan  

Alfred P. Porro Jr. 

Debbie Holmwood 

Also Present: Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Paul J. Donohue, Vice-Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called call to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in the Police & Fire Station Community Room located on 137 Nahatan St. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the minutes of July 17, 2017, seconded by Mr. 

Sheehan. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 
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SITE PLAN REVIEW: SIGN at 61 Lenox Street-  Rockland Trust Bank, Donna 

Cullen 

 

Ms. Cullen stated she wanted to put signs on the window stating that the Rockland Trust 

Bank wanted to put signs on the windows stating that the Rockland Trust Bank has a 

Mobile App to be used for banking. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the signs are within the compliance of Zoning Bylaws which 

states that 30% of windows can be covered by signs. 

 

Mr. Sheehan asked how many different windows were being covered.  Ms. Cullen stated 

that the two sides of the building will be covered. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to approve the sign request for Rockland Trust Bank, 61 

Lennox Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

DISCUSSION- Planning Board Meeting Schedule 

The Planning Board reviewed a list of suggested dates for the Planning Board Meetings.  

The next Planning Board Meeting is scheduled to take place on August 28, 2017.   

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to accept the Planning Board Meeting schedule, 

seconded by Mr. Porro.  

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

DISCUSSION- Planning Director’s Status Report 

The Planning Board reviewed Mr. Halkiotis Status Report dated August 11, 2017. 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that an Assistant Planner has been hired.  His name is Patrick 

Deschanes.  Mr. Deschanes is planning on attending the Planning Board Meeting on 

August 28, 2017.  Mr. Deschanes has a Bachelor’s Degree in Urban Planning from 

Westfield State and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Clark University.   

Mr. Halkiotis briefly reviewed his status report. 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING– 1412 - 1420 Boston Providence Highway, 1420   

Ventures Nominee Trust; Wendy’s Restaurant & BJ’s Gas Station, David Hern 

Present: Attorney Hern of Cheney and Hern  

  Tony Donato Project Engineer, Bohler Engineering 

  Mike Pompili- Traffic Engineer, World Tech Engineering 

  Mr. Smith – BJ’s petroleum engineer 
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This is the third public hearing regarding the site plan review and special permit 

application made by Wendy’s Restaurant and BJ’s Gas Station. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that a revised set of plans was submitted on August 14th 2017.  

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that many letters and emails were received on this application.  

The letters and emails submitted were from residents of the surrounding areas.  The 

letters and emails are available for review. 

 

Attorney Hern stated that a revision to the site plan was submitted to the Planning Board 

on Friday August 11, 2017.  Changes in the site plan were considered in regards to 

concerns of traffic on Sumner Street and concerns of people who wish to exit back onto 

Route 1.  The BJ’s site is designed for people to enter and exit onto Route 1. “Left turn 

only signs” are proposed at the driveway from Sumner Street, and will also have signs 

that state “No Right Turn.”  The new site plan also shows arrows on the pavement that 

show people cannot take a right turn.  People exiting onto Sumner Street can only take a 

left turn onto Route 1.   

 

Mrs. Holmwood asked why the new site plan did not include a driveway exiting Wendy’s 

onto Route 1.  Attorney Hern stated that there is not the same amount of distance between 

BJ’s Gas Station and Wendy’s to exit onto Route 1. 

 

Attorney Hern stated that if approved the plan for Wendy’s and BJ’s Gas Station will 

provide Meals tax, real estate’s tax, jobs, and take a site that is environmentally 

unprotected and protect it.  The developed property currently has no pretreatment for 

storm water.  

 

The Board reviewed the proposed signs for the BJ’s Gas Station and the Wendy’s 

Restaurant.  Attorney Hern is asking for relief on one of the Wendy’s signs.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked Mr. Donato if the driveway should have  more of a curve to 

prevent people from exiting onto Sumner Street by way of a right turn.  Mrs. Holmwood 

asked if they could put in  a speed bump.  Mr. Donato stated that there will be a stop sign. 

Mrs. Holmwood stated that she had questions regarding the passage way to BJ’s Gas 

Station from Wendy’s.  The passage is 14ft wide.  Mr. Hern stated that they will put signs 

saying “Do Not Enter” or “Left Turn Only.”   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that he wanted to go through plan step by step in order to 

address questions from the Planning Board regarding the revised site plan.   

 

Mrs. Holmwood clarified that trucks making deliveries for Wendy’s and BJ’s Gas station 

will enter and exit onto Route 1 only.   

 



  August 14, 2017 

4 

Mr. Paciorkowski reviewed the landscape plan sheet # 9.  Mr. Paciorkowski asked if 

more landscaping had been added. Mr. Donato responded and stated “Correct.”   Mr. 

Paciorkowski recommended that the applicants take a drive to observe the new Shell and 

Mary Lou’s on Route 1 because it is very similar to their proposed plan.  Mrs. Holmwood 

was concerned about the mature trees by Sumner Street and Route 1 being cut down.  

Mrs. Holmwood asked how many pumps there will be.  Mr. Smith stated that there will 

be six dispensers with two pumps on each side, so twelve total pumps. 

Mr. Porro asked Mr. Donato to clarify where the new trees will be around the dumpster 

enclosure.   

 

Mr. Paciorkowski reviewed plan sheet # 11 Lighting Plan. The parking lot light poles will 

have  20 ft. high poles.  The dining room of the restaurant will close at 11PM, with drive 

thru only.  The exterior lights and parking lights will be on until the store closes.  The 

requested hours of BJ’s will be 6:30AM-10PM and lights will turn off after the gas 

station closes, but security lights will remain on.  Mrs. Holmwood stated that there are 

mature trees that buffer the back of the building from the neighbors.  Mr. Halkiotis stated 

that a “No Disturb Area” sign should be put in place to prevent the accidental removal of 

the trees.  Mr. Sheehan stated that the lighting will be LED lighting and there are shields. 

 

The proposed signs are in compliance with Zoning Bylaws.  Wendy’s is asking for relief 

on one sign that faces Route 1.  The sign will state “Quality Service that Doesn’t cut 

corners is our recipe” The size of the requested sign is 30 sq. ft.   The PVC letters are lit 

from the canopy but not individually.  The letters are silver colored.   

 

Mr. Donato wrote a letter to Mr. Ryan, Director of Public Works and Town Engineer on 

August 11, 2017 in response to questions from the Department of Public Works.   

 

The proposed hours of operation were discussed.  Wendy’s dining room 6AM-11PM.  

Drive Thru 6AM-2AM.  Mr. Porro has a problem with 2AM and feels that 1AM is more 

appropriate.  Mr. Sheehan and Mr. Paciorkowski agreed that 1AM is appropriate.  

Deliveries hours will be during operating hours around 10AM.  Fuel deliveries will not 

be allowed overnight.  Mr. Halkiotis stated that a condition should be added specifying 

the hours when deliveries will be allowed. No deliveries will be allowed during overnight 

hours. 
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At 8:30PM, the floor was opened to the public to speak.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that 

both parties have clarified that they have a good understanding about concerns from the 

neighbors regarding traffic.    

Mr. John MacLean, 185 Sumner St. submitted a proposed revision to the site plan which 

showed an entrance only onto Sumner Street with all traffic exiting onto Route 1.  Mr. 

Hern stated that Mr. MacLean’s plan takes away green space and causes safety issues 

with people exiting onto Route 1.   

Mr. Pompili stated that on the old plan 84 daily trips turning onto Sumner Street were 

calculated.  With the new plan, 106 daily trips of exiting onto Sumner Street were 

calculated.  They projected 33 exiting trips either Sumner Street or Route 1 during 

breakfast. 

 

Car counts were conducted by neighbors over 5 days.  The car counts conducted by the  

neighbor were higher than numbers calculated by the applicant’s traffic engineer. They 

were 68%-70% higher than numbers calculated by the Project’s Traffic Engineer. 

 Mr. Pompili responded to car counts conducted by neighbors and stated that the counts 

were lower when conducted on August 2nd and August 3rd.   

Mr. Bamber raised concerns about BJ’s emergency generator going on in middle of the 

night.  Mr. Smith assured it will not.  

Mr. Paul Donohue discussed concerns of clear site distance of cars on Sumner Street and 

project driveway.   

MOTION: made by Mr. Porro to continue the public hearing on August 28th, 2017 in 

the Police and Fire Station at 7:15PM for the Wendy’s Restaurant & BJ’s Gas Station 

seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro Jr. to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

Meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM.  

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  


